Unilateral hearing loss in a 94-year-old patient.
A case report of a 94-year-old, previously well male patient who presented with fever thought to be caused by community acquired pneumonia, new unilateral hearing loss and reduced consciousness. Despite antibiotic treatment he continued to deteriorate. Brain imaging with computer tomography and magnetic resonance imaging revealed a left otomastoiditis with osteomyelitis of the skull base, associated with an adjacent subdural empyema. He was also found to have a venous sinus thrombosis, most likely secondary to otitis media. He was managed with intravenous antibiotics, anticoagulation, grommet insertion and a hearing aid and he made a good recovery. This case reminds us to consider otitis media in older patients who present with hearing loss and fever. Otitis media can lead to serious complications including subdural empyema and osteomyelitis of the skull base.